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NUMBERS  IN  1972  ^ 

Cattle.  World  cattle  numbers  continued  to  increase  in 
1972,  and  as  of  January  1973,  they  were  1 .6  percent  higher 
than  1971  reaching  1.3  billion.  The  largest  increases  were  in 
%  the  United  States,  the  EC-9,  and  Australia. 
^  In  the  United  States  cattle  numbers  increased  4.1  million 
or  3.5  percent  during  1972  to  a  new  record  of  122  million. 
The  most  important  development  was  the  4.3-percent  in- 
crease in  cow  numbers.  Of  the  52.7  million  cows,  11.6 
million  were  dairy  cows,  down  1  percent  and  41.1  million 
were  beef  cows,  up  6  percent. 

In  the  EC-9  cattle  numbers  increased  2  million  head  or 
2.8  percent  over  1972.  Of  the  three  new  members, 
Denmark's  cattle  herd  remained  at  the  1972  level,  the  Irish 
herd  increased  to  5.9  million — up  7.8  percent  and  the 
United  Kingdom  herd  increased  825,000  head  to  13.8 
million — up  6.4  percent  over  1972. 

The  original  EC-6  herd  increased  from  50.7  million  head 
to  51.4  million.  This  increase  was  the  first  for  the  EC-6 
since  1969.  The  sharp  decline  in  EC-6  numbers  in  1970  and 
1971  was  mainly  due  to  the  culling  of  dairy  cattle  in  re- 
sponse to  the  slaughter  subsidy  which  was  enacted  to  reduce 
EC-6  dairy  surpluses. 

In  Australia  cattle  numbers  increased  5.8  percent  to  29 
million  head,  compared  with  27.4  million  the  preceding 
year.  This  increase  was  smaller  than  the  12.3  percent  gain  in 
1971,  when  cattle  numbers  increased  over  3  million  head. 
The  reduced  rate  of  growth  was  due  to  the  drought  in  Vic- 
toria. 

In  the  USSR  cattle  numbers  increased  from  102.4  to  104 
million  head.  This  was  at  a  slower  rate  than  the  year  before 
because  of  adverse  weather  in  1972. 

Hogs.  World  hog  numbers  declined  slightly  during  1972 
to  680.5  million  from  682.2  million  head.  The  USSR,  Mex- 
ico, and  the  United  States  showed  the  largest  declines. 

i  In  the  USSR  hog  numbers  fell  from  71 .4  million  head  to 
66.5  million,  down  about  7  percent.  This  reduction  can  be 
attributed  to  poor  weather  during  1972. 

U.S.  hog  numbers,  down  1 .6  percent  at  the  end  of  1972, 


continued  to  show  the  effects  of  the  low  hog  prices  and  high 
feed  costs  in  1970-71. 

In  Eastern  Europe,  hog  numbers  increased  about  3  per- 
cent to  60  million  head.  As  in  the  case  of  cattle,  these 
countries  are  increasing  hog  numbers  in  line  with  long-term 
livestock  expansion  plans. 

Sheep.  World  sheep  numbers  declined  1  percent  in  1972 
to  1 .02  billion  head,  despite  increasing  wool  prices  in  the 
last  half  of  the  year.  The  principal  reason  for  the  decline  in 
1972  was  a  13  percent —  20.6  million  head — drop  in  Aus- 
tralian sheep  numbers  which  was  largely  due  to  drought.  In 
most  other  major  sheep/producing  countries,  sheep  numbers 
held  about  steady  or  increased  in  1972. 

O  utlo  o  k — C  at  tie 

World  cattle  numbers  are  expected  to  increase 
significantly  in  1973.  Numbers  will  be  up  in  all  major  cattle 
countries  as  farmers  continue  to  hold  cows  in  response  to 
favorable  cattle  prices.  At  midyear,  pasture  conditions  were 
good  in  the  major  cattle-producing  areas,  facilitating  a  build- 
up in  cattle  numbers. 

In  the  United  States,  cattle  slaughter  was  below  1972 
levels  during  the  first  half  of  1973,  and  only  a  small  increase 
in  slaughter  is  projected  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  If 
this  projection  is  realized,  U.S.  cattle  numbers  may  be  over 
127  million  head  by  the  end  of  1973.  In  the  EC,  cattle 
numbers  are  increasing,  especially  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Ireland  where  transition  to  the  Common  Agriculture 
Policy  is  improving  the  long-term  prospects  for  cattle  pro- 
duction. In  the  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe,  government  pol- 
icy to  expand  livestock  production  in  order  to  improve  living 
standards  is  encouraging  increases  in  livestock  numbers.  In 
the  major  beef  exporting  countries,  current  good  returns  on 
export  markets  and  good  pasture  conditions  favor  a  buildup 
in  cattle  numbers,  although  government  efforts  to  hold  down 
prices  and  increase  domestic  supplies  inject  some  uncer- 
tainty into  the  market  in  most  of  the  major  Latin  American 
exporting  countries. 


Outlook — Hogs 

Hog  production,  unlike  beef  production,  can  be  expanded      bers  in  1973  will  be  limited  by  high  prices  for  feed  erains 
very  rapidly,  but  producers  must  use  more  high-quality  pro-      and  protein  supplements, 
tein  feed  than  those  for  beef.  World  expansion  in  hog  num- 


Cattle  and  buffalo:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1964-68,  annual  1972-73 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and                         :     Average   :            1/  :            2/  :      Percent  change 
area  :     1^64-68  :     1972      .     1973      -  — 1973  :  1973 


•  ?                :                :    1964-68     :  1972 

:  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :     Percent     :  Percent 

North  America    :  160.o         176.3         182.1           +13.8  +3.3 

Soutn  America    :  i84.8          204.3          207.9           +12.5  +1.8 

Lurope:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  69.7           72.0           74.0            +6.2  +2.8 

Other  countries   .  .  .  :  15,5  15.2  15.5  —  +2.0 

Total  Western  ...  :____85_L2  87.2  89.5  +5.0  +2.6 

Eastern:  :  24.1  35.6  36.7  +7.6  +3.1 

.  Total  Europe    :  119.2          122.8          126.2             +5.9  +2.8 

USSR    :  92.1          102.4          104.0           +12.9  +1.6 

Africa    :  142.6          160.9          162.2           +13.7  +.8 

Asia    :  459.5          475.5          477.6             +3.9  +.4 

Oceania    :  26.4  3^9  38.9  +47.3  +5.4 

Total  world    :  1,184.6      1,279.1      1,299.0             +9.7  +1.6 


1/  Preliminary. 
2J  Forecast. 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


—2— 


Hogs:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1964-68,  annual  1972-73 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :     Average  :  1/     :  2/  Percent  change 

area  :     1964-68  :  1972        :  1973        :      1973       .  1973 


:  :                 :  :     1964-68    :  1972 

:  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :     Percent    .  Percent 

North  America    :  78.2           89.2           85.9  +9.8  -3.7 

South  America    :  74.7           82.4           82.9  +11.0  +.6 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  55.5           68.5           69.0  +24.3  +.7 

Other  countries  .  .  .  :  14.7  18.0  18.8  +27.9  +4.4 

Total  Western  ...  :  70.2  86.5  87.8  +25.1  +1.5 

Eastern:  :  48.9  57.8  59.6  +21.9  +3.1 

Total  Europe    :  119.2         144.3         147.4  +23.7  +2.1 

USSR   •  5274           7174           6673  +2679 

Africa    :  5.9             7.1             7.2  +22.0  +1.4 

Asia    :  253.2          283.8          286.7  +13.2  +1.0 

Oceania    :  2^6  410  4I0  +53.8   

Total  world    :  586.2         682.2         680.5  +16.1  -.2 


1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Forecast. 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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Sheep:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1964-68,  annual  1972-73 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :     Average  ;  1/     :  2/     :      Percent  change 

area  :     1964-68  :  1972        :  1973        :      1973        :  1973 


:  :  :    1964-68     :  1972 

Million  :  Million  :  Million  :     Percent     :  Percent 


North  America    :  33.2            25.7            26.4           -20.5  +2.7 

South  America   :  124.1          113.3         117.4             -5.4  +3.6 

Europe :  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  43.0           41.1           42.1             -2.1  +2.4 

Other  countries   ...  :  35.8  34.2  33.9  -5.3  -.9 

Total  Western  ...  :  78.8  75.3  76.0  -3.6  HK_9 

Eastern:  :  43.3  41.8  41.0  -5.3  -1.9 

Total  Europe    :  122.1          117.1          117.0             -4.2  -.1 

USSR    :  132.6         139.9          139.0             +4.8  ^76 

Africa    :  131.7          136.1         138.6             +5.2  +1.8 

Asia    :  256.5          280.8          283.6           +10.6  +1.0 

Oceania    :        221.5  222.9  202.9  -8.4  -9.0 

Total  world    :  1,021.6      1,035.8      1,024.8              +.3  -1.1 


1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Forecast. 


NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Goats:     Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1964-68,  annual  1972-73 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  Average  :  1/     :         _2/  Percent  change 

area  :     1964-68  :  1972        :  1973  :  1973  :  1973 


:  :  :  :  1964-68     :  1972 

:     Million  :  Million  :  Million     :  Percent     :  Percent 

North  America    :  15.4  12.6  12.8  -16.9  +1.6 

South  America    :  28.6  32.0  32.7  +14.3  +2.2 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  2.3  1.9  1.9  -17.4 

Other  countries  . .  .  :  7^4  7^  JjJ  +4.1  +2.7 

Total  Western  .  .  .  :  9L7  9_A  9_J5  -1.0  +2.1 

Eastern:  :  3_L6  2_19  2^9  -19  .4   

Total  Europe    13.3  12.3  12.5  -6.0  +1.6 

USSR   =  576  5^4  575  -1.8  +1.9 

Africa    :        106.6         115.7         116.8  +9.6  +1.0 

Asia    :        198.2  207.2  208.5  +5.2  +.6 

Oceania    :  L2  ,_2  13  +50.0  +50.0 

Total  world    :        367.9  385.4  389.0  +5.7  +.9 


1/  Preliminary. 
l_l  Forecast. 

NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 


Horses:    Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1964-68,  annual  1972-73 


Continent  :  :  :  : 

and  :     Average  :  1/     :  2]       :     Percent  change 

area  :     1964-68  :  1972        :  1973  :  1973  :  1973 


:  :  :  :  1964-68     :  1972 

:     Million  :  Million  :  Million     :  Percent     :  Percent 

North  America    :  20.0  21.7  21.8  +9.0  +.5 

South  America    :  17.0  17.4  18.1  +6.5  +4.0 

Europe:  : 

Western:  : 

EC    :  2.3  1.3  1.3  -43.5 

Other  countries  .  .  .  :  1_16  1^2  111  -31.2  -8.3 

Total  Western  ...  :  3^9  2J>  2A  -38.5  -4.0 

Eastern:  :  5^5  4^7  4I5  -18.2  -4.3 

Total  Europe   :  9^_4  6_^9  -26.6  -4.2 

USSR   •  871  773  772  -11.1  -1.4 

Africa   :  3.7  4.0  4.0  +8.1 

Asia    :  15.5  14.2  14.1  -9.0  -.7 

Oceania    :  L6  !_5  L5  -16  . 7   

Total  world    :  74.2  72.3  72.6  -2.2  +.4 


1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Forecast. 


NOTE:     Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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